
2018 District Conference Urban Experiences 
Options 1-7 will travel by assigned transportation to the designated area(s) 
Option 8 will stay onsite 
 

 

Option #1 
 

Refugee Impact 
Collaborative/Hope 
Center Experience 

Come experience ministry on the West Side of Cleveland with refugees and 
immigrants from Syria, Iraq, Sudan, Bhutan, Somalia, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and more! You'll take a tour through the neighborhoods, 
which many of our area refugees call home, to gain a better understanding 
of the Christian services provided. We’ll stop at the Hope Center for 
Refugees and Immigrants to learn about the Refugee Impact Collaborative 
and hear from a person who recently became an American citizen. We will 
also meet the Director of Refugee Ministries, Eileen Wilson, and hear about 
the Hope Center’s ministry. We will conclude with a prayer walk through 
nearby streets, heavily populated with refugees, and petition the King for 
the nations He has brought to our backyards. 

Option #2 
 

Clark-Fulton Prayer 
Journey Experience 

Join us on a half-mile walking loop to hear stories of what God is doing in 
the Clark-Fulton neighborhood and pray at three key locations of ministry 
impact. Starting from the Family Ministry Center, we will walk to the City 
Life Center then on to a local C&MA pastor’s house, circling back to the 
Family Ministry Center. 

Option #3 

 
Near West 
Experience 

Come and hear the heart and vision of what God has been doing from the 
staff at Building Hope in the City.  You will meet Jeff Stredney, who 
oversees HopeWorks, consisting of Common Threads thrift store, and the 
Nehemiah Collaborative, which is in the process of renovating 60 run-down 
homes for the urban poor, refugees, and vets. We will walk down Elton 
Ave. to meet some of the refugee/immigrant families that have moved to 
Cleveland. You will also meet home renovator, Daryl Anderson of Mustard 
Seed Development, and learn how God is using him and his crew to 
transform neighborhoods in the city. We will end by visiting Lincoln West 
High School, which represents 52 nationalities, and meeting Jonny Fine, 
Youth for Christ representative for Cleveland schools. 

Option #4 
 

Maple Heights 
Experience 

Visit the ministry venue of Hope Alliance Bible Church, located on the SE 
edge of Cleveland. We will tour Stafford Park and see how the church and 
its Community Development Corporation (Alliance for Family Hope) have 
combined efforts to provide daily activities such as basketball camps, 
health and wellness groups, literacy programs for elementary students, 
safety town, and movies in the park to serve and connect with the 
community. You will also learn how you and your church can get involved 
in next year’s nationally acclaimed Convoy of Hope ministry. Upon return, 
we will hear how Hope Alliance utilizes their limited space to provide 
relevant ministries to impact its community. 

Option #5 

 
The Cleveland East 
Urban Experience 

Journey through beauty and ashes, the history of gentrification, urban 
plight, and the repurposing of a prominent burial place in East Cleveland.  
Experience a pocket of light in the darkness at a created oasis and 
community garden in the urban ministry context at Faith Alliance Bible 
Church. 
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Option #6 
 

Envision: Bridge/ 
Refugee Ministry 
Experience 
 

The Bridge International Community Center, a ministry of Envision 
Cleveland, is a refugee education and resource center, computer lab, and 
community gathering space. The services we offer are intended to help 
smooth refugees’ transition as they LEARN English, computers and other 
valuable life skills, CONNECT with other newcomers and locals to foster a 
greater sense of community, and ultimately THRIVE as citizens and 
become an integral part of our community. Please join us to see the 
services offered and meet many of our international friends. We will also 
take a walk through a number of neighborhoods where we have built 
relationships and have used clean up days, gardening and renovation 
projects to bring about transformation.  
 

Option #7 
 

Envision: Mt. 
Pleasant 
Neighborhood 
Experience 
 

Please join us for a time of vision-casting, dreaming and praying for Mt. 
Pleasant, a neighborhood that has in some ways been forgotten by 
Cleveland but not by God. As we walk, we will see some of the creative 
partnerships and innovative initiatives that are being impacted in a 
holistic way. You will also meet some of our old and new partners, as we 
seek to bring neighborhood transformation and kingdom advancement.  
 

Option #8 
 

Onsite Group 
Experience 

Stay onsite and join us as we see image-driven vignettes and engage with 
poignant speakers who will speak to the urban scene of homelessness, 
the opioid epidemic, endemic hunger and the crying urgency of the 
gospel. 

 


