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Sample invitation 

You are invited to a Home Gathering! 

To be held on ________ (day and date) ________ at ___ (time) ___  

At the home of ___________ (host name) ________________  

(host home address) ____________________  

 (name of international worker), 

 Alliance international worker in (country) 
will be our special guest. 

 
We will have dinner* together and spend some time getting to know

 {IW's first name)  better. I would love to have you join us! 

 
RSVP _____ (phone number) ________  
(Let me know if you need directions) 

Sorry, no childcare* is available, but children 10 years old 
and up are welcome to join us. 

*Other options: 
 
Food 
We will enjoy dessert together and spend some time. . . 
Refreshments will be served and we will spend some time. 

 
Childcare 
Childcare will be available at our home. 
Childcare will be available at the church. 
Also. . .you can set whatever age for children/youth you feel would 
be appropriate 

Home Gatherings 

What? 
A "Home Gathering" (as defined for the annual missions 
emphasis event) is an informal small group meeting with an 
international worker (IW) to hear his/her heart, build 
relationships, and involve new or different persons in global 
interest. It is meant to be very interactive and replace or 
augment traditional 'platform' or public meetings. 

Where? 
Private homes. Occasionally it might be benefi-
cial to have a small group meet at the church due 
to childcare issues. (There could still be an 
individual or family who is the host.) 

 

Who? 
Home gatherings are designed to appeal to new and younger 
people who so far have not been involved in missions. 

When? 
Home gatherings can be held at any time 
during your missions emphasis event.  Perhaps 
a group of ladies can meet on a weekday 
morning or a group of families or couples can 
meet on Friday evening, for example.



Why? 
Consider some of the benefits: 

 A personal invitation to someone's home for an  
informal get-together may appeal to some who 
wouldn't normally come to a regular meeting. 
Therefore, you would be increasing the number of 
people in your church who participate in your missions 
conference. 

 It is easier to participate in smaller groups and it allows 
for more personal interaction. 

 The time can be more tailored to the interests of the 
group. 

 In addition to increased missions awareness, there is 
always the benefit of deepening relationships within the 
church family as they spend time with each other. 

 Groups may end up creating or rallying around a 
specific project, ministry or IW because of the personal 
interest that it has sparked. 

 Other 

Childcare issues: 
A group can meet at the church and arrange for child-
care there if that works best. A daytime lunch for mom 
and little ones might work well if you have many 
stay-at-home moms - and the IW guest is a mom 
herself. 

 
If a host has a separate room where small children can 
play away from the group, meeting in a home can work. 
Hire a babysitter (or two if there are several children!) or 
see if someone in your church would volunteer to watch 
the children. The pastor or missions committee may have 
suggestions as to who to ask. 

 
Family-style gathering: 

Families might want to incorporate their school-age 
children and teens in the gathering. A more informal 
format would probably work best -- encourage children 
to ask questions and interact with the IW. Pray that God 
would stir their hearts and give them the desire to be a 
part of what He is doing around the world. Many who are 
international workers were called by God at a young 
age. Never underestimate how God can work in a tender 
heart! 



time to a close at the time limit, serve dessert, and then you 
may allow additional time for those who would like to stay 
longer. (That way anyone who needs to leave can feel free 
to do so.) 

2) Presentation style 
 

Instead of an interview, the missionary could be asked in 
advance to prepare a presentation (verbal, DVD or other) to 
share with the group, and then answer questions. 

3) Informal style 
 

The whole evening could be informal, just talking over a 
meal, or encouraging your guests to ask any questions 
they may have (you can start with a question or two of 
your own to get the ball rolling). 

 
There is no one right way to host a home gathering. The 
point is to enjoy yourself and your guests, get to know the 
IW better, and increase awareness of Alliance missions. 
Pray that God will use your gathering to develop in you 
and your guests His heart for lost people and a desire to 
become involved in missions. Do whatever fits you best. 

4. Give feedback to the pastor or missions committee: 
 

 How many attended? 

 How did the evening go? 

 What was the level of interest in the group? 

 Any comments from those who attended? 

 Any suggestions that would be helpful for another 
host? 

 Pastor or Missions Committee Responsibilities 

1. Choose host homes. 
The pastor or missions committee can recruit specific 
individuals/families or a request can be made for 
volunteers (sign-up sheet, contact the pastor, etc.). 

 
2. Coordinate the day and time for each home gathering. 
 
3.  Discuss format options with each host, so they can settle 

on what is most comfortable for them. 
 
4. Help work out childcare issues. 
 
5. Contact the IWs and fill them in on your plans and what 
      they can expect. 
 
6. If the host home is providing dessert only, make sure  

IW gets a meal beforehand! 

 Host Responsibilities 

1. Plan for food. 
You can serve a meal, or ask for potluck dishes to be 
brought, or just provide a simple dessert. It's up to you 
how much you want to do! 

 
2. Invite people to your gathering. Extend an invitation to 

specific individuals/families. Be intentional - make sure 
to include people who may not 

Step by Step: 

How to Hold Home Gatherings 



normally attend a missions meeting. (The pastor can 
help with suggestions if needed.) 

 
Be sure and include the day and time, your address and 
directions if needed, and a phone number where you can 
be reached. Note whether you are planning a whole meal 
or just dessert. Note whether there will be childcare or not. 
Include the name of the IW who will be there and the 
country where he/she ministers. A sample invitation can 
be found in the back of this booklet. If you are mailing 
invitations, make sure you follow up with a phone call or a 
face-to-face invitation as well. 

 
3. At the gathering: 

Greet your guests warmly and let them know what a joy it 
is to have them there! 

 
Introduce the IW to individuals as they arrive. 

 
 Format: There are many ways to spend the evening! 

You may choose one of these options or make up 
your own: 

 
1) Interview style 

 
If you are having a meal, you might want to enjoy that 
together first. If you are having dessert only and would 
prefer to have it at the end, you can offer your guests 
something to drink at the beginning. Also, if you're serving 
a meal, you can save dessert for after the meeting. (Or 
even have the interview during the meal.) 

 
Introduce the IW again to the whole group. Explain the 
format for the evening. Be sure and let them know they can 
ask questions at any time, and time will be given at the end 
for additional questions. (The more interactive, the better!) 

The host can interview the IW (or ask someone else 
ahead of time to do the interview). Possible interview 
questions: 

 
1) How did you receive your call to ministry? Your 

spouse? 
2) How did you meet your spouse? 
3) Do you have any children? 
4) What is your life verse? 
5) What country do you minister in? Where do you live 

in that country? 
6) What languages do you speak? 
7) What is one of the funniest language bloopers that 

you have made as an international worker? 
8) What is one of the funniest things that has 

happened to you as an international worker? 
9) What is your most interesting food experience? 
10) What are your ministry responsibilities? 
11) What are the two most interesting and exciting 

things that you experienced in your ministry during 
the past term? 

12) What events this past term have brought joy, 
blessing or frustration? 

13) What was your greatest ministry challenge this past 
term? 

14) When do you return to the field? 
15) What will you be doing when you return to the field? 
16) How can we pray for you? Stay in contact with you? 

 
Give time for the IW to add anything he/she wants to 
share, or to answer additional questions raised by the 
group. 

Serve dessert and encourage guests to interact with the 
IW. 

Try to keep the evening limited to 1-1½ hours if serving 
dessert only, 2 hours if serving a meal. Bring the group 


